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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be avallable under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- 1 NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
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‘ Status

4 1)[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 February 2007.
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final.
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6)X] Claim(s) 1-24 is/are rejected.
7)[] Claim(s) _____is/are objected to.
8)[] Claim(s) ____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
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DETAILED ACTION
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114
1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filéd in this application affer final rejeétion. Since this
application is eligible for continued examinatidn under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action
4has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. AppIic;ant's submission filed on

December 20, 2006 has been entered.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
2.  The following is a quotation of 35 u.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill-in the art to which said subject matter pertains.
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-11, 13-15, 17-19, 21-23 are rejeéted under 35 U.S.C. 103(a)
as being unpatentable over Knudson et él. (US006564379B1) in view of Réichardt et al.
(US20020124255A1). | |

Regarding claim 1, Knudson et al. (Knudson) discloses a client terminal (set-top
box (STB) 48) connectable to a head end (television distribution facility 38) and a
display device (television 52) (See Fig. 1). The head end provides program information
including first program data associated with é first program and second program data

associated with a second program (See column 3 lines 34-65). The client terminal
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cqrﬁprises a channel input interface to receive prdgram guide information (See Fig. 1,
STB 48) and a user interface to receive a first input and a second input (See Figs. 1 and
3, remote control 54 and 60).‘Furthermore, the STB further serves as the terminal
controller responsive to an OSD control program in ordler to successfully display images
on the television (See Figs. 1 and 4). The STB displays an arrangement of a plurality of
differént channel identifiers on the display device during flip or browse mode (e.g. the
display will display a pIuréIity of different channel identifiers when the user operates the
up and down curéors, such as 6 KRMA and 7 KMGH) (See Figs. 4 and 5). The user can
switch from flip mode to browse mode by pressing oné of the cursor keys or “selecting
one of the pIUraIity of different channel identifiers in response to the first input” (e.g.
current flip mode displays “6 KRMA” and user switches to browsé_ mode by pressing
.one of the cursor keys) (See column 7 lines 4-?). The browse display 70 in browse
mode is a pop-up for the selected channel identifier, wherein the browse display 70 is
displayed in response to the user pressing one of the cursor keys dUring the current flip
mode énd will still display the arrangemeht of the plurality of different channel identifiers
(See Figs. 4 and 5: column 7 lines 4-7). The browse display 70 displays the first
program data associated with the first program of the selected channel_identifier (See
Fig. 4, 6 KRMA Big Comfy couch 10:30 AM) in response to the first input (e.g. the first
time the cursor keys are pressed) (See Fig. 4) and the user interface receives the
second input (e.g. operating the cursor keys again during browse mode) while the pop-
up is displaying the first program data and the browse display 70 displays a second

program data associated with the second program of the selected channel identifier in
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response to the second input (e.g. the user presses the left or right cursor keys to view
other program listings correspon'ding to the current channel identifier that occur prior or
aﬁer 10:30 AM) (See Fig. 4; column 6 lines 26-50). Howéver, Knudson does hot
explicitly disclose simultaneously displaying an arréngement of a plurality of different
channel identifiers on the display device.

Reichardt et al. (Reicha'rdt) discloses a similar interactive electronic; program
guide. Reichardt discloses that the electronic prbgram guide system simultaneously
displays an arrangemenf of a pIuraIity of different channel identifiers on the display
deviée (See Fig. 7). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the
art at the time the invention was made to modify the electronic program guide display
disclosed by Knudson to simultaneously display an arrangement of a plurality of
| different channel identifiers on the display dévice, as taught by Reichardt, in order to
enhance the electronic program guide by allowing the user to see multiple items at the
same time. |

Regarding claim 2, the browse display 70 includes a next icon, such that the
second input selects the next icon resulting in the display of a second program data that
is associated with a second program that occurs after the first program (See Knudson
Fig. 4, right arrow 72; column 6 lines 26-50).

Regarding claim 3, the browse display 70 includes a previous icon, such that the
second input selects the previous icon resulting in the display of a second brogram data
that is associated with a second program that occurs beforé the first program (See

Knudson Fig. 4, left arrow 72; column 6 lines 26-50).
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Regarding claim 5, the program guide information disblayed in the browse
display includes a channe.l number (6), a channel identifier (KRMA), a program time
| (10:30 AM), and a title of the program (Big Comfy Couch) (See Knudson Fig. 4).

- Regarding claim 6, the program guide information displayed in the browse
display fuﬁher includes a description of the program (the program occurs at 10:30 AM)
"(See Knudson Fig. 4).

Regarding claim 7, the chénnel 'identi_ﬁers represents broadcast channels or
satellite chann‘el.s (See Knudson column 3 line 59 — column 4 line 6).

Claim 9 contains the limitations of claim 1 (where inherently the STB runs a
computer program embodied in a computer readable storage medium in order to
successfully perform its functions)-and is analyzed as previously discussed with resbect
to that claTiLn. o

Claim 10 contains the limitations of claims 2 and 9 and is analyzed as previous'ly
discussed with respect to those claims. |

Claim 11 contains the limitations of claims 3 and 9 and is analyzed as previously
discussed with respect to those claims. |

Claim 13 contains the Iimita}tions of claims 5 and 9 and-is analyzed as previously
discussed with respect to those claims.

Claim 1# contains the limitations of ciaims 6 and 13 and is a»nalyzec-i as
previously discussed with réspect to those claims. |

~Claim 15 contéins the limitations of claims 7 and 9 and is analyzed as previously

discussed with respeét to those claims.
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| Claim 17 contains the limitations of claim 1 (wherein the STB performs the 4
method) and is analyzed as previously discussed witﬁ respect to that claim.
Claim 18 contains the limitations of claims 2 and 17 and is analyzed as
previously discussed with respect to.those cIairﬁs. |
Claim 19 contains the limitations of claims 3 and 17 and is analyzed as
pre,vioIUSIy discussed with respect to those claims.
| Claim 21 contains the limitations of claims § and 17 and is analyzed as
previously discussed with respect to those claims.
Claim 22 contains the limitations of claims 6 and 21 and is analyzed as
previously discussed with respect to those claims.
* Claim 23 contains the limitations of claims 7 and 17 and is anélyzed as

previously discussed with respect to those claims.

Claims 4, 12, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as beiﬁg unpatentable
over Knudson et al. (US006564379B1) in view of Reichardt ét al. (US20020124255A1)
as applied to claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-11, 13-15, 17-19, 21-23 abové, and further in view of
. Alexander.et al. (USOO61'77931 B1).

Claim 4 contains the limitations of claim 1 and is analyzed as previously
discussed with respect to that claim. However, Knudson in view of Reichardt does not
disclose (1) a record icon resulting in the recording of the first program (2) in a local

“memory.
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4] Alexander et al. (Alexander) disclosés an elecfronip program guide that
includes a fecord icon, whereupon when a user‘ selects the record icon the system
records the program (See Fig. 1, Regord 46; column 7 line 58 — column 8 line 3)'.
_Thereforé, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in fhe art at the time the
invention was made to modify the electronic-program guide display discloséd by
Knudson in view of Reichardt to inclu_de a récord icon, such that the second input
selects the record icon resulting in the recording of the first program, as taught by
Alexander, in.order to providé the user with easy access tp record a program that is
currently being watched so the user may watch the recbrded p}ogram at a time that is
~ more convenient. |

(2) Knudson in view of Reichardt and Alexander does not expfesély disclose
storing the recorded program in local memory. Official Notice (MPEP 2144.03) is taken
that both the concepts and advantages of recording in a local memory are well known
and expected in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one wifh ordinéry skill
in thé art at the time the invention was made to have the recofding be stored in a local
"~ memory in order to h‘ave a faster access to the recorded program.

Claim 12 contains the limitations of cl.aims 4 and 9 and is analyzed as previously
discussed with respect to those.-claims.. |

Claim 20 contains the limitations of claims 4 and 17 and is analyzed as

previously discussed with respect to those claims.
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Claims 8, 16, .and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable
'over Knudson et al. (U800656437981) in view of Reichardt et al. (US20020124255A1).
as'applied to claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-11, 13-15, 17-19, 21-23 above, and further in view of
Jerding (U8006463586B1). '

Claim 8 contains the limitations of-claim 1 anq is analyzed as previously
discussed with respect to that claim. However', Knudson in view of Reichardt does not
disclose that the client terminal displays predetermjned channelbidentifiers ina
prédetermined order set by the user.

Jerding discloses a service navigation system for an electronic program guide.
Jerding-discloses that a élient terminal is able to display predetermined channel
identifiers in a predeterminéd order set by the user (See column 3 lines 11-19).
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the
invention was made to modify the STB and program guidevsystem disclosed by
_ Knu’dsqn in view of Reichardt to be able to display pfedetermined channel identifiers in
predetermined order set by the user, as taught by Jerding,' in order to provide a |
, eléctronic program guidé that is more powerful and extensible then mere channel
number navigation (See column 3 lines 11-19).»

| Claim 16 contains the limitations of claims 8 and 9 and is analyzed as previously
discussed with respect to those claims.

Claim 24 contains the limitations of claims 8 and 17 and is an‘alyzed,as

previously discussed with respect to those claims.
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Response to Arguments
3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are

moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection.

Conclusion

4, Any inquiry conce'rning this communication or earlier communications from the
~ examiner should be directed to Joseph G. Ustaris whose telephone number is 571-272-
7383. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5 PM; Alternafe Fridays off.

| If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone
number for the organization where this appliéation or proceeding is éssigned is 571-
273-8300. »

Information régarding the status of an‘ appfication may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
pUinshed applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available thrbugh Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system,"see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

. Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customér Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000."
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